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Grateful for Taxes
The United States is different in its taxation system as compared to that of Ancient Athens. While America and other modern nations try to evade tax by creating loopholes, in Athens, the rich paid tax willingly, and they bragged about it. Although the wealthy population among the Athens only constituted one percent of the entire population, their tax helped grow the territory. The wealthier people in Athens were heavily taxed, and the money would be used in providing for the needs of their citizens and territory. The tax could be paid yearly and could cater to the needs of society. Paying tax was perceived as a status symbol, and that the individuals who were willing to pay the taxes could get respect from their fellow Athenians. Professor Thomas Martin argues that Athens was a prosperous territory in Ancient Greece and that most of its development was facilitated by its tax system. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although the tax was the primary source of revenue, other income sources, such as a tax on trade, were mainly levied on consumer goods and their ports. The Athenians leased their silver mines; there were prostitution tax and fines and penalties on lawbreakers. The taxation system of Athens could then provide resources to boost their defense system to protect themselves from their enemies. The wealthier population that was taxed could enjoy privileges such as leading a warship and being respected. In cases concerning lawsuits, the rich who pay tax could brag of their wealth and how they have been providing for essential assistance in their territory. Professor Martin claims that new civilizations should adopt the Athenian style where people were intended to serve the greater good through paying taxes. Personal benefits are achieved by doing the greater good, and that civilized nations can encourage citizens to pay taxes to fulfill their individual needs.
